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Church Services 
 
Sunday November 7th  
*8.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Standon 
10.30am United Morning Worship All Saints’, Little Munden 
*6.00pm Choral Evensong Standon 
 
Sunday November 14th  
10.30am Remembrance Service Standon 
*10.30am Remembrance Service Little Munden 
*3.00pm Holy Communion St Catherine’s, Sacombe 
 
Sunday November 21st  
*8.00am Holy Communion Standon 
10.30am United Morning Worship Standon 
3.00pm Evening Prayer Sacombe 
 
Sunday November 28th  
10.30am Morning Worship Standon 
10.30am Holy Communion Little Munden 
3.00pm Healing Service Sacombe 
 
Sunday December 5th  
*8.00am Holy Communion Standon  
10.30am United Morning Worship Little Munden 
 
*service from Book of Common Prayer  
 
Curate: Revd Lindsey Moss.  Tel 01920 822077 
 
Churchwardens: 

  The Mundens  Sacombe 

 Jenny Macintosh 438286 Diane Gale 438493 
 Anthony Taylor 830390 Carole Hudson 438379 
(The Rector, Revd David Payne, is away until December) 
 
Websites: 
 www.achurchnearyou.com/littlemunden www.achurchnearyou.com/sacombe 
 

Bible Readings for November 

Nov.7th  3rd Sunday before Advent Romans 8: 31-39,  Matthew 22: 15-22 
Nov.14th  Remembrance Sunday 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13,  Luke 21: 5-19 
Nov.21st  Christ the King (Next before Advent) Colossians 1: 9-20,  Luke 23: 33-43 
Nov.28th  1st Sunday of Advent Isaiah 2: 1-5,  Matthew 24: 36-44 
Dec.5th  2nd Sunday of Advent Acts 11: 1-18,  John 13: 31-35 
 
 



ADVENT – What is it all about? 
I don’t know about you, but when I was a child I 
couldn’t wait for my ‘chocolate’ Advent calendar, 
which meant that every morning the first thing that I 
felt I just had to do was to run down the stairs and 
open up that day’s Advent window – I would look 
frantically around the Advent calendar trying to find 
the one I was after for that day, and then I would tuck 
into the small piece of chocolate that was waiting for 
me! But what are Advent calendars for, what is 
‘Advent’ all about?  
 

Well, most people I spoke to stated that their children 
use Advent Calendars as a count down for Christmas, 
or for New Year if you buy the ones that go up to New 
Year! What about you, what does Advent mean to you? 
 

Well, the word advent means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’ and, 
for Christians, Advent is a time of waiting, a time to 
prepare to celebrate, as Christmas approaches when 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus and await his return. It 
is the season in which the church celebrates waiting as 
an essential part of human experience – it is much 
more than the countdown to Christmas or the season of 
shopping; as in nature, it’s a time of growth and 
transformation. 
 

Our Diocese (Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire) is 
looking to celebrate Advent this year with an Advent 
challenge called ‘Living God’s Love’, where people 
are invited to sign up to pray and reflect as we prepare 
in Advent. You are also invited to take up this 
challenge by signing up for daily text or emails, or to 
take a weekly sheet from one of our churches which 
will show the bible verses for each day. These verses 
follow an Advent theme, and offer an opportunity for us 
to pause, reflect, pray and to think especially about the 
connections that make up our lives. For further 
information please visit www.livinggodslove.org or 
contact me (Lindsey 01920 822077).  
Are you up for the Advent Challenge? 
Lindsey Moss 
 

Men’s Breakfast: 8.30am, 15th January at Little 
Munden Memorial Hall, Dane End.  
The next breakfast meeting is planned for 15th January 
2011; a cooked breakfast followed by a short talk by 
Alan Comfort, former professional footballer 
addressing how being a Christian has affected his life 
and work. We will be finished at or before 10am, 
whatever you views or beliefs you are welcome to join 
us. For more details please contact Anthony Taylor 
(830390), Hugh Legg (438021) or David Plummer 
(01763 273152) or simply turn up on the day, there is 
no need to book in advance.  
 

Act of Remembrance 
Remembrance Sunday 14th November 

There will be a short act of remembrance at the 
War Memorial on Munden Road starting at 11am. 

Parishioners are welcome to attend. 
 
Thought for the month:  
"Be who you are and say what you feel... 
Because those that matter... don't mind... 
And those that mind... don't matter."  
 
 

Advent Coffee Morning at Sacombe 
The members of St Catherine’s will be holding a 
Coffee Morning with a pre-Christmas flavour, in 

the church on  
Saturday 20th November  
from 10.30am till noon.   

There will be a Bring and Buy stall, and  
orders will be taken for  

Christmas table decorations. 
Do come along for a cuppa and a natter. 

 
THANK YOU 
Once again Posy Williams would like to thank 
everyone who donated and supported the Macmillan 
coffee morning, we raised a magnificent £822.   
Thank you all. 
 

LITTLE MUNDEN SCHOOL 
I always seem to open my articles for the Parish 
magazine lamenting the quick passage of time and 
again we appear to have reached the ½ term holiday in 
a flash. I now need to write an update of all that has 
taken place since June, which may take some time! 
 
In July we said a sad goodbye to Mrs Warman after 24 
years at Little Munden. We held a garden party 
attended by staff, pupils, parents, past colleagues, 
friends, past pupils and a photographer from the 
Hertfordshire Mercury. The weather held, cakes, 
scones and nibbles were devoured; the children 
enjoyed bouncy castles and a treasure hunt while Mrs 
Warman was inundated with gifts and good wishes and 
a plea to be on hand for advice! Thank you to all those 
people who baked cakes (Rachel Coles and Sarah 
Meadows) and the numerous volunteers, including 
pupils from Chauncy who prepared scones, hid treasure 
and generally helped out. Mrs Warman and Mrs Wells, 
our Nursery Nurse, who also hung up her wellies and 
painting overall, very generously gave the school a 
sand and water tray for the younger children to enjoy. 
 
Miss Spiers also moved on, but rather than retiring, she 
accepted a post in the Turks and Caicos Islands where 
she can now be found in a Year 1 class or on the beach 
photographing blue skies and azure waters. She too 
was touched by the generosity of all those who 
contributed to her leaving gifts. 
 
We also received the very generous gift of a 
photograph printer from the Linton family. We wish 
Elizabeth every success in her new school in Welwyn 
and would also like to thank Steve Linton for all of his 
input over the years as a governor. Mr Martin 
Spackman also resigned from the governing body as 
his children moved on to new schools and we would 
like to think him too for his hard work and support 
during his time as a governor. 
 
With these departures, inevitably come new recruits 
and we are delighted to welcome on to our team, Miss 
Lizzy Franks, who is teaching the Year 5 and 6 
children and Mrs Jennifer Penney, who is teaching 
Years 1 and 2. Both ladies have settled in well and the 
children are continuing to thrive in their care. Miss 
Easton has stepped in to Class 1 and Mr Woolhouse 
continues in Class 3. 
 



We also welcome Mrs Jane Mulcahy, Mr Jonathan 
Pool and Mrs Carole Bennett on to the governing body. 
 

Again, over the summer holidays, further 
improvements have been made to the structure of the 
school. Research and suggestions from the school 
council revealed that the children felt the toilets needed 
to be improved, so we embarked on a project to do just 
this. All the toilets now have more suitable flooring; 
they have been redecorated and the wooden ‘walls’ 
have been replaced with more vibrant and attractive 
partitions. 
 

Other works included enclosing the resources area to 
make it a useful working space, constructing a 
resources cupboard for the teachers and updating all 
the ICT networks.  
 

You may also remember that one of our school 
governors, Douglas Neuff, died last year, and his 
family very generously donated the collection from his 
memorial service to the school. In total, we received 
over £1600. This money has been used to create a 
teaching room in a previously open plan area, which 
has been kitted out with a computer and specific 
programs to support the learning for children with 
educational needs. 
 

All of these improvements have already had a huge 
impact on learning across the school. 
 

12 children started school in Reception this September. 
Many of them have siblings already at the school and it 
is wonderful to welcome so many that we have seen 
growing up. We also welcome 4 new families to the 
school and hope that they all enjoy many happy years 
with us. 
 

As always, at the beginning of the school year, we re-
elect our school council. The new team is already well 
established and is full of ideas about things we can do 
to improve our school. The first event is happening 
during ½ term, on Wednesday 27th October, when there 
will hopefully be a team of willing volunteers working 
in our Millennium Garden between 9.30am and 
12.30pm, to spruce it up and make it a safe and 
attractive place for the children to play or sit quietly.  
 

The school has also been buzzing with our new 
creative curriculum which we have been working on in 
conjunction with 3 other schools- Benington, 
Thundridge and Graveley. The staff are working 
together across the four schools to plan, share 
resources and ideas and to broaden the curriculum for 
all the children. We have seen some amazing projects 
focussing on Rainforests, Shakespeare, Holidays and 
Ourselves.  
 

On 30th September we celebrated our Harvest festival, 
this year very ably led by Mrs Caroline Franks while 
Reverend Payne is on sabbatical. We collected gifts 
which the children from Year 6 then delivered to 
nominated people around the village. The thank you 
letters we have received are greatly appreciated and a 
lovely example for us to share with the children. 
Another thank you to the parents who helped with 
transport and to Mrs Wells who returned and 
volunteered her services as a driver. 
 

We have a number of activities, visits and events 
planned for this term, based around our topics. The 
younger children have just come back from an 
exhausting trip to Woburn Safari Park where they had 
opportunities to explore and extend their learning in 
different ways. The general consensus was that it was 
‘brilliant’ and I have been hearing all about elephants, 
squirrel monkeys and giraffes and what they get up to! 
It’s amazing to think that in just a couple of weeks we 
will be starting preparations for Christmas- singing 
carols, making decorations and cakes and planning for 
our nativity and Santa’s visit. 
 
My final paragraph is dedicated to Mrs Jean Darling, 
who, after almost 30 years, has decided it is time to 
retire. Many children from the village over the years 
will have worked with Mrs Darling doing spellings, 
workshops, maths groups, reading....... many of those 
children now being adults themselves and some of 
them with their own children at Little Munden. Mrs 
Darling has helped and supported pupils, staff, parents 
and at least 7 head teachers. She has helped in the 
kitchen, in the classroom, in the office and in the 
swimming pool. She even has her own ‘Jean’s area’ 
where children go to get reading books and some extra 
support. Her knowledge, initiative and expertise will be 
sorely missed as will her willingness to step in to the 
breach in an emergency. After so many years, Jean 
certainly deserves some time to relax and enjoy life, 
but Little Munden school will not quite be the same 
place without her. I know all the staff, pupils and 
parents would join me in wishing Jean all the best for a 
long and happy retirement. 
 

If you would like to learn more about the school or 
come and visit us, do contact the school office or visit 
our website www.littlemunden.herts.sch.uk 
Mrs J. Balado -  Head Teacher 
 

LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
At the September council meeting amongst the items 
discussed were the following: 
Litter Picker. After several years of diligent service 
Mathew Ovens has had to resign this part time post, we 
are all grateful to him for his conscientious and hard 
work keeping our village clear of litter. Alex Bartel’s 
has been taken on as our new litter picker. 
Tree Problems. We have had many complaints from 
residents in Whiteley Close and Windy Rise about the 
growth of tree’s on narrow verges getting out of hand. 
We have therefore instructed the Parishes maintenance 
contractors to cut these trees down and grind out the 
stumps, work to be done as soon as leaves have fallen. 
We have arranged for the logs to be left adjacent to 
felling area for any parishioners with log burning 
stoves to take away for fire wood. Although the 
planting of tree’s is an admirable thing to do, past 
planting of unsuitable varieties on narrow grass verges 
is now creating a problem for us. Please note that the 
very large Oak Tree in Whitely Close cannot be 
removed. 
On Street Car Parking. There has been some concern 
on the level of car parking in Founcely Ave, it is 
requested that those with car parking at the back of 
their properties and garages could perhaps bring these 
area’s into use as some residents don’t have parking 
space outside their own properties. Could we also point 



out that it is illegal to park un-taxed & un-insured 
vehicles on the highway. 
Dog Fouling. The problem of repeated fouling on The 
Baulk footpath (FP1) to Three Corners Wood (FP14) is 
starting to improved, however not quickly enough. 
When walking your please take dog dirt bags with you, 
clear up after your dog has defecated and place in 
either of the dog dirt bins or litter bins provided. To 
repeat myself, chucking it in its bag into the nearest 
hedgerow is candidly not acceptable. 
Linda Last, the Dog Control officer for East Herts 
Council will be adding this path to her regular patrol 
area. If you see someone not clearing up after their dog 
they can be reported to East Herts Environmental 
Service Team @ 01279 655361  
( ‘e-mail’ operations.admin@eastherts.gov.uk)  
 

NOTICE of MEETING of 
LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL. 

The next meeting will be held at Little Munden JMI 
School on Thursday 25th November starting at 8pm. 

All parishioners are welcome. 
 

BABES IN THE WOOD 
December 9-11, KATS (Knebworth Amateur Theatrical 
Society) will be presenting four performances of this 
Victorian pantomime, including a Saturday matinée, in 
Knebworth Village Hall. Information:  
01438 814166/jo.simson@ntlworld.com       
 

East Herts Development Strategy Options 
A very important document was included with the 
September issue of LINK – the core strategy 
consultation leaflet on “Where would you put 8,500 
homes and supporting infrastructure in East Herts by 
2031?”  The District Council has formulated 6 options 
(they will listen to others anyone may want to put 
forward), being: 

A. Towns (Hertford, Ware, Sawbridgeworth, 
Bishop’s Stortford, Buntingford) – 
concentrate all development in the 5 towns. 

B.  Towns and larger service villages - distribute 
development to 9 larger service villages as 
well as the 5 towns. 

C. Towns, larger service villages and 16 smaller 
service villages (including DANE END) – 
distribute development to towns and villages 
with existing facilities. 

D. Towns, larger service villages, smaller service 
villages (including DANE END) and other 
villages/hamlets – distribute development 
throughout all settlements of whatever size 
and function. 

E. Towns, Stevenage and Welwyn Garden City – 
concentrate development in the 5 towns and 
urban extensions east of Stevenage and 
Welwyn Garden City. 

F. Settlements with transport corridors (not 
including DANE END) – distribute 
development to transport corridors defined 
by rail, road and bus routes. 

Before we become too nimbyish, we should recognise 
the importance of maintaining our existing village 
facilities – churches, school, shop/post office, pub, bus 
services, village hall – the viability of which are hugely 
important to our community.  Church attendances are 
at all-time lows, pupil numbers at the primary school 

have fallen this year and are predicted to decline over 
the next few years, there is a commitment to the shop, 
but Pete and Bev would clearly have a more 
sustainable business with more custom and, whilst we 
hope the scare is over, the future of The Boot has been 
under serious threat over recent years.  And whilst we 
may complain about the timetable, the existing bus 
services are under-utilised.  All of which suggests that 
we should not hurriedly reject some development in 
Dane End, which could be beneficial in bringing more 
families with children to our village. 
 

Put into context, there are 53,000 dwellings in East 
Herts, 370 in Dane End.  If Dane End permitted 
proportionate development within its aim of making 
sure that any changes fit in with the existing character 
of the area, acceptance of either of Options C or D 
could result in around 60 new dwellings over the 20 
year period – an average of 3 a year.  This stage of the 
consultation process is not concerned with detailed 
policy issues, e.g. design and amenity or the allocation 
of specific sites for development; as the district council 
fine-tunes its plans over subsequent stages, everyone 
will have several opportunities to comment further. 
Most important of all is that as many people as 
possible express their opinion by completing and 
returning the Response Form by the deadline date 
of November 25th 2010.  If you need a further copy 
of the summary leaflet/response form, go to 
http://eastherts-
consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/issuesandoptions?tab=files 
(Summary Leaflet.pdf); also there are copies of the 
response form (pages 7 & 8 of the Summary 
Leaflet) at Dane End Village Stores. 
 

Little Munden School PTA  
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
Saturday 4th December 

2pm – 4pm 
Little Munden School, Dane End 

Santa’s Grotto, Tombola, Raffle, Cakes, 
Refreshments, Gifts & Crafts.  

Games, Activities and Fun  
for all the family. 

No dogs allowed, except guide dogs. 
 

The annual TEARCRAFT coffee morning takes 
place in All Saints Church Little Munden on 
Saturday, 6th November from 10am to 12 
noon.  All proceeds are for Christian relief 
work in needy and underprivileged parts of the 
world.  An impressive range of attractive and 
useful products will be on sale, including 
handicrafts, Christmas cards, fine metal work, 
toys, all ideal for your home or as presents. 
You are assured a warm welcome with 
refreshments in the newly redeveloped church 
building.  Hope to see you many of you there.   
Peter and Sally Aknai  -  01920 830 614 

 

Gardening Club 
Monday, 8th November 

at 7.45 p.m. 
in the Memorial Hall 

The Herts Gardens Trust 
A talk by Ann Rowe 

New members and visitors welcome 



 
Reg Charity 
No 1120843 

 
 

Busy Bees Family Photo Evening 
Thursday 18th November 4.30pm - 7:30pm 

Little Munden Memorial Hall, Dane End 
Photos of your child 

children or the whole family! 
Excellent value, and photos well in time for 

Christmas. 
To book a slot or for more information 

please phone Marie Jones on 01920 438805 
 

DANE END UNITED 
Fixtures  2010/11 
31.10.10  DE Utd v John Warner   home 
7.11.10    DE Utd v Spread Eagle   away 
14.11.10  DE Utd v White Lion   home 
21.11.10 
28.11.10 
Results 
26.9.10 DE Utd 3 v Goffs Oak Comrades 1 
Scorers: D.Thurgood 2, L.Chater 
3.10.10 DE Utd 4 v Cheshunt Park 2 
Scorers: B.Lott, T.Caruso, H.Mead, D.Thurgood 
16.10.10 DE Utd 3 v Radlett Village 5 
Scorers: H.Mead, L.Chater, R.Lutner 
17.10.10 DE Utd 4 v Townsend Arms 1 
Scorers: D.Thurgood3, A.Presland 
24.10.10 DE Utd 5 v The Chequers Inn 5 
Scorers: D.Thurgood 2, R.Lutner 2, M.Casey  

  
LITTLE MUNDEN MEMORIAL HALL 
Children’s parties : £9 per hour (up to 6.30pm) 
Other functions :  £12 per hour 
For further information:  Clio Bromley at  
5, Kingfield Road, Dane End - 01920 438902 
 

GREAT MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Next meeting: Wednesday 17th November. 

7.30pm Great Munden Church 
 
ALBURY ART AND CRAFT SHOW 
13th and 14th November. 11am – 4pm 
 
Playdays Toddler Group (Dane End) 
Contacts: Jo Willis and Isabel Teare  
Phone: 01920 438633 
email: jo.willishome@googlemail.com, 
isabel.teare@gmail.com 
Venue: Little Munden Memorial Hall, Dane End 
Times: Mondays during term time from 9.45 to 11.45am. 
Cost: £2 for an adult and first child, plus 50p for each 
subsequent child. 
Two dates for your diary: 
29th November - a photographer will come to the 
session. You can have your child's portrait turned into 
affordable gifts or souvenirs such as keyrings and 
fridge magnets. 
13th December - end of term Christmas Party with 
mystery visitor (reindeer permitting). You will need to 
book for this so contact us if you would like to come! 
 

The DameEnders womens group meet on the first 
Thursday of each month for details: Linda Young 438560,  
Sharon Johnson 438468, Josie Barnard 438700 
 

1st Little Munden Brownies are off to do their 
Christmas shopping and want to invite you to join 
them.  On Saturday 27th November we are off to 
Covent Garden to do a bit of shopping , we will leave  
school at 12.30pm  before being dropped off at Covent 
Garden for a few hours retail therapy before reboarding 
the coach at approx 4.30pm  for a tour of Londons 
Christmas lights  and stopping for a fish and chip 
supper on the route home.  All SEATS will cost 
£20 and payment is to be made at time of booking. 
Call Linda on 07931928955 or email 
1stlittlemundenbrownies@live.com 
 

We are holding an entertainment afternoon  for the 
over 60s in the village up at school on Sunday 5th 
December from 1.30pm  all welcome and we can offer 
transport up to and away from the school if necessary  
please contact Linda on 07931928955  or 
1stlittlemundenbrownies@live.com  
 And  lastly, a big thank you to all who attended our 
auction evening and helped us to raise an amazing 
£624.50p. We received  an extra lot after the event and 
would like to offer: 4 people ..4 ballls...at Broxbourne 
golf club... Please contact Linda on 07931928955 for 
further details or to make a bid!    
 
HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY 
OPERATION AGRARIAN 
This Operation was run in Buntingford and involved officers 
from Buntingford, Bishops Stortford and Sawbridgeworth. 
Officers from Essex and Operational Sentinel were also 
involved. Operation Agrarian is a successful police initiated 
response to deal with cross border crime whilst also speaking 
to members of the public to ensure legality of their vehicles.  
The police worked in partnership with VOSA and East Herts 
District Councils Enviromental Officers.  
Below are the results:  
225 -Vehicles Stopped 
1 -Vehicle Seizures 
1 - £200 Fines for No Insurance 
1 - Fine for Driving Otherwise in Accordance 
1 - £60 Fine for Tax 
5 - £60 Fine for No MOT 
1 - VDRS for cracked windscreen 
Various intelligence was also recorded from the Operation 
We were also joined by VOSA who had the following 
prohibitions:- 
5 - Overweight 
3 - Tyres 
2 - Steering 
1 - Stop Lamps 
1 - NO Taco 
1 - NO Number Plate 
2 - Fuel Leak 
Environmental Services had 2 vehicles 
which had no Waste Licences. 
Operation Sentinel made 3 arrests, gave 1 cannabis warning, 
seized 1 vehicle and gave out 5 tickets. 
 

BRAUGHING MUSIC SOCIETY 
Candlelit Concert 
Music for Advent and Christmas 
with carols for audience participation 
The Fairhaven Singers  
Saturday 4th December - 7:30 pm 
St Mary's Church, Braughing 
TICKET PRICES 
£12 Premium; £10 Standard; £8 restricted view 
£12 at the door 
Telephone Box Office: 01763 289073 
 

 



Please take your news to Barbara Springate at  
Horseshoe Villa, Munden Road or  
Give me a ring, or drop me a line  
Jackie Morris, 
Chauffeurs Cottage, 
Green End, 
Dane End.  Phone: 438551 
Email : Jackiemorris@tesco.net 

December  Deadline
26th  November

To all our dear friends at Little Munden, Sacombe 
and Standon Churches, 
Thank you all so very much for all that you did to 
make my ‘Surprise 75th Birthday Party’ such a 
wonderful event!  Thank you to Barbara and her team, 
who, with Bert and our children Philip and Christine, 
did wonders without letting me have any inkling of 
what was going on!  
 

What a wonderful spread you put on, what amazing 
gifts and cards you all gave me, and my grateful thanks 
to Michael and Peter for the Choir’s singing of some of 
my favourite anthems and songs. 
As you know, I nearly didn’t make it as I have been 
quite poorly.  But I am so glad I managed to get there 
as otherwise I would have missed a wonderful treat!  I 
will have such happy memories of that joyful evening, 
and the kindness of all our dear friends there in Little 
Munden, Sacombe and Standon. 
 

I am glad to say I am feeling quite a bit better, and am 
hopefully on the road to recovery.  Thank you all for 
your prayers, and your loving concern.   Each time we 
come to your parish we feel as if we have ‘come 
home’, and we are so thankful to God for all the many 
friends we have there.  May He bless you all, and give 
you much joy and happiness in your service for Him. 
With much love in Christ,   Audrey and Bert 
 
HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY 
Sign up to Hertfordshire Constabulary’s new 
‘Community Messaging’ and stay in touch with your 
local police service – Hear it Direct from Us! 
Community Messaging uses the award-winning Online 
Watch Link (OWL) to send regular news to anyone 
with a Hertfordshire home, or work, postal address. 
It is a fast, straight forward and accurate way to give 
you direct information about how we are policing the 
county and about policing in your own neighbourhood. 
 

Living or working in such a safe county, you may not feel 
the need for more information about policing but you may be 
interested to hear about a local issue that’s been dealt with, 
such as reducing dangerous driving near a local school, or 
about offensive graffiti that’s been cleared up or even to hear 
about opportunities in your area to meet and chat to one of 
your Neighbourhood officers. 
After signing up, you will receive one or two messages 
a fortnight. Simply input your name, address and 
contact details on line at ‘Community Messaging – 
Hear it Direct from Us’ on www.herts.police.uk .   
If you are also interested in receiving information from 
your county council, delivered direct to your inbox, 
please visit www.hertsdirect.org/emailalerts  
 

AND FINALLY 
A WORD FROM THE EDITOR! 

 

I read with interest the police report on ‘Operation 
Agrarian’ particularly as I was one of the 225 vehicles 
stopped! 
It was one of my first outings driving the car since my 
knee replacement, I couldn’t imagine why I was being 
pulled over by the police and although I didn’t think I 
had done anything wrong, was slightly anxious about 
their reasons.  It seems I was pulled in because I was 
driving a 4 X 4 vehicle and along with lorries and vans 
they rate high on the list in the register of stolen 
vehicles.  The police officers were most courteous and 

after making their various enquiries and checks I was 
allowed to go on my way.  Shame I lost any street cred 
I had gained being cool, calm and collected by driving 
over and flattening their cones as I left the car park! 
 

Whilst the officer was radioing the relevant authority with 
my details and I was waiting being given a ‘clean bill of 
health’ I reflected on how different it was for Emily. 
In July she had her beloved vintage VW camper van 
stolen from Kew in London.  ‘Bertie’ as he was 
affectionately known, was parked in a side street of a 
very salubrious area, when she returned she found 
Bertie gone and another car parked in his place. 
 

She was devastated as Bertie was her pride and joy.   
She called the police to report the theft and was told she 
would be issued with a crime number within 72 hours.  
As it was out of office hours by then, I telephoned the 
DVLA the next day to report the theft hoping Berties 
registration number may be spotted by a number plate 
recognition camera.  I was told they wouldn’t take my 
details as they would be notified by the police within the  
72 hour period.  We were already resigned to the fact  
Bertie was either safely stashed away in a lock up being 
given a new identity or in a container and on his way to 
foreign parts.  When the police finally rang Emily with a 
crime number, she asked if the surveillance camera film 
footage of the street could be looked at to see who had 
taken Bertie and when.  The police officer told her that they 
didn’t have enough resources to do this.  
Two weeks later they telephoned her to say the case had 
been closed due to insufficient evidence.   
 

As I have got older, my soap box has got bigger and I have 
got more and more cynical with time. 
Car crime is low priority in the great scheme of things 
nowadays; there are far more 
devastatingly serious offences on the 
streets for the stretched resources of our 
police forces. 
The police daily have to deal with 
murders, muggings, assaults and thefts of 
all sorts but what to them was a routine 
theft of an inanimate object and relegated 
to a closed and unsolved crime file, left a 
very frustrated and dispirited young person. 
 

If the police resources were not so stretched and the 
surveillance film footage had been investigated, maybe,  
just maybe Emilys loss could have been closed and filed  
as a solved crime. 
 

Thank you to those of you who have enquired after my 
health, concerned as I have not written in the last two 
months editions of the Newsletter.   
My health was fine but I ran out of space in one and time in 
another.  Nice to know you enjoy reading ‘my bit’! 
 

Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the 
author and do not necessarily represent those of the Editor. 
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