                                                                                                                         APM Minutes

                                                                                                                                                                                     29th April 2010

LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 29th April 2010 at Dane End Memorial Hall.

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Copies of the Agenda and end of year Balance Sheet were circulated.  DM (Chairman) welcomed everyone to the Meeting and invited them to stay for refreshments at the end of the meeting.

Present were:  David Metcalf (DM) Chairman, Anthony Brown (AB) Vice-Chairman, Brian Long (BL), Jonathan Pool (JP), Keith Williams (KW), Jenny MacIntosh (JM), Elisabeth Bacon (EB), Councillors.  Geraldine Ward (GW) Clerk.

Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from County Councillor Jane Pitman and Jim Ranger (East Herts District Councillor), Linda Young (Dame Enders), Brenda White (Gardening Club), Dan Ward (Cricket Club), Lisa Vidler (Rainbows).

In attendance were Anthea Cook and Lucy Agland, (Busy Bees), Jo Willis (Toddlers), Brian Jackson and Phyllis Chapman (Badminton), Bob Flack (Football Club), Carol Bartels (Website), 

The meeting opened at 8.00 pm.

2. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APM OF 30TH APRIL 2009

The Minutes of the previous Annual Parish Council meeting held on 30th April 2009 having been approved at the May Council meeting 2009 were confirmed as a true record of that meeting.  The minutes were proposed by KW and seconded by AB as a true and correct account of the meeting.

3. TO DEAL WITH ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Telephone Kiosks

DM reported that the Haultwick Kiosk had been purchased for £1 and LB now had written confirmation of ownership.  The next step would be to paint it and turn it into a swap shop/library.

There were no further matters arising.

4. TO RECEIVE AND IF FELT FIT TO APPROVE THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2009/10

The Chairman pointed out that this was the third tenure of this council’s office.  He welcomed the new clerk who took over on 1st March 2010 and said that the outgoing Clerk, Margaret Mitchell will be greatly missed.

A complete copy of The Chairman’s Report is attached to these minutes.

5. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM ANY OTHER ORGANISATIONS WITHIN THE PARISH

Senior Badminton

From the floor a report was given by Brian Jackson.  He pointed out how very sociable the club was and that new members had joined thanks to the Parish Newsletter.  He went on to say that the social aspect of the club was of the utmost importance and they enjoyed plenty of tea, coffee and cakes during their club nights. New players were welcome, particularly if they were good at baking cakes!  

Juniors

Brian reported that an after-school club was being held at Little Munden School and had recently had an influx of 12 – 14 youngsters.  They are making very good progress and their rallies are getting longer and longer as they improve.  They meet on Wednesday and Friday evenings and  Jodie Cowler, as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, had devised a number of methods to improve play.  Brian also reported that he has been liaising with other coaches to pick up coaching tips.

Busy Bees

Lucy Agland gave a report for Busy Bees as acting Chair.  She covered staff changes and training and improvements to play areas and equipment.  Some concern was raised regarding a decline in numbers of children attending the Nursery.

A full copy of the report is attached to these minutes.  

Toddlers

Jo Willis gave a report from the floor.  She explained that the Toddlers Group were trying to raise their profile in the village and was a good social group for mothers and children below nursery age.  She went on to say that the Toddlers group was experiencing the same problem as Busy Bees in that numbers of children were down this year.  There were 22 children attending last year but in September many moved up to school or out of the village.  She reported that there was a core of 5 families who attend weekly and another 5 who come and go as they can.  Financially, this attendance merely covers the hire of the Hall.  They have been advertising in the Parish Newsletter and approaching people in street in an effort to increase numbers.  Jim Ranger allocated funds for Toddlers last year.  The Chairman suggested it would be worth asking for an allocation again for this year.  Support has also been forthcoming from the Beane Valley Childrens Centre.

Football

From the floor Bob Flack gave a report.  Dane End United are back in the middle of the league table and have managed to recruit some more players – there are more players from the village now than from outside.  Peter’s School of Motoring (Village Shop) is now sponsoring the team.  The main problems with the Football Team are with the pitch and facilities.  Rabbits have damaged the pitch, however this should soon be addressed with the forthcoming topsoil delivery.   

The Football Club will also soon be getting a website address and it was suggested that Carol Bartels could help to get Bob an email address.

The Chairman commented that it would be nice if the Parish Council could improve their facilities by perhaps providing changing facilities in the form of a crate.

Cricket

From the floor Keith Williams gave a report on the Cricket Club who meet on a Wednesday evening.  He commented that the pitch was looking very good.  However they are still in need of new members.  DM suggested that perhaps Dan Ward could liaise with Bob and see if any of the footballers would be interested in playing during the summer months.

Report on the Memorial Hall submitted by Tony Brown (Chairman of the Memorial Hall Committee)

From the floor Tony Brown gave a report and said that the Memorial Hall continues to provide facilities for Rainbows, Junior and Senior Badminton, Toddlers, Gardening Club, Damenders, and the Beane Valley Community Group. However Busy Bees are still the main source of income.

The kitchen and toilet blocks have been decorated and the guttering done.  This cost approximately £3,000.

He reported that the cost of insurance was going up and the biggest increase was seen in the cost of the Electricity.  It would appear that there has been a mistake with the billing and bills have been calculated on the daytime rate only and not the night time rate.  EDF are coming to the hall on June 3rd  to rectify this. The electricity will be cut off for a period of 2 hours as a result of this.

TB thanked Anthea and Cleo for all their support with the Hall.  He reported that it was some time since a meeting of the Hall Committee has been held but one would be called shortly.  It is intended that a new fence should be put up along the side of the building which would be discussed at the next meeting.  The disabled toilet is also in need of some attention.  TB reported that Memorial Hall now has assets of over £20k.

The following reports are also attached to these minutes:

Damenders, Linda Young

Gardening Club, Brenda White

Church

From the floor, a report was given by Jenny MacIntosh.  She reported on the new facilities that were now completed at the Church.  On 6th May the new facilities will be opened by the Bishop of Bedford and everyone is welcome.

A full copy of the report is attached to these Minutes.

6. REPORT FROM THE CONSOLIDATED CHARITIES

From the floor Tony Brown gave a report.  Brian Long is now Trustee.  The finances are now back on track and the amount it consists of has now been built up.  He reported that the Charities were recently able to help the plight of a family within the village and the money extended to them was matched by a grant from the diocese. TB also pointed out that there were probably a lot more people out there who needed help but the Trust is unable to do anything unless applicants come forward to qualify.

An Accountant’s Report to the Trustees of Little Munden Charities and Trustees’ Report are attached to these Minutes.

6.
TO RECEIVE AND IF FELT FIT TO APPROVE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR 2009/2010

Jonathan Pool gave a report on the accounts and verified the figures of the Financial Report.  Of particular note is the fact that there was a surplus of income over expenditure for the year 2009/2010.    Interest rates were only £11 compared to last years £100.  A £2000 grant had been made available for the VAQ.  This will go towards producing a publication of the results and towards the analysis of the results through Hertfordshire University.  

The financial report prepared by Jonathan Pool, is attached to these minutes.

7. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE COMMENTS FROM PARISHIONERS

Bob Flack enquired whether anyone knew what was happening regarding the closure of the Boot Public House as the football Club played from there.  No one had any news.

8.
TO DEAL WITH ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.

DM then brought the meeting to a close at 9.15 pm and thanked all those who had attended and those who gave their reports.

The next meeting of the LMPC will take place at Little Munden School on Thursday 27th May 2010.

Signed:___________________________________ Date: ___________________

Chairman
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