 

Little Munden Parish Council Minutes


LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 24th June 2010 at Little Munden School at 8.00  pm

1. ATTENDANCE

Present were:  David Metcalf (DM) Chairman, Anthony Brown (AB) Vice Chairman, Jonathan Pool (JP), Brian Long (BL), Jenny Macintosh (JM), Elizabeth Bacon (LB), Councillors.  Geraldine Ward (GW), Clerk.

Apologies for Absence:  Keith Williams

Members of the Public: 1.

2. PREVIOUS MINUTES.

DM proposed that the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 27th May 2010 be taken as read.  The minutes were then proposed by AB and seconded by JM as a true and correct account of the meeting.

3. MATTERS ARISING from the Parish Council Meeting.

i. Problem with Post

To be discussed in the next meeting.

ii.
Common Land
DM is in contact with the HCC Department, County Hall regarding Common Land and expects a reply from his letter eventually.

iii.
Charity Commission
Nothing to report.

iv. Oak Tree on the corner of Gladstone Road and Church Lane.

DM inspected the oak tree and does not see the problem with it.  No further action to be taken.
v.
Items brought forward from September Meeting.

Item 2


The top soil has now been delivered.

vi.
Items brought forward from the October Meeting

1) Kirkhams are still to be contacted regarding replacing posts and

restringing the fence.  DM has not heard back from Stuart yet.  May try to get Mr Piggot to do the job.

2) Proposed Bus Shelter for the school children.  DM has not heard back from EHC on this and will chase up.  Will also contact them regarding “Beware Children Playing” signs for Whiteley Close.

vii.
Website

JP to liaise with Carol Bartels with a view to improving the 

design of the Home Page.  Carol has contacted JP regarding this.

viii.
Allotments:  Allotment 7 has been allocated to two couples and been put  into contact with each other to decide which half they would like.

ix.
Secondary School Placement Problem:  DM is still monitoring the situation.

x.
Bus Company Complaint:  Nothing has been heard from the Bus Company.  DM to chase up.


4.
PLANNING

(i) New Applications

Field Farm, Levens Green, Near Puckeridge.  Change of use of land for 

the stationing of 6 additional mobile Homes.  DM to draft letter of objection about this.



3/10/0903/LB Demolition of an existing outbuilding/barn and erection of 

like for like barn.  Tudor Cottage, Whitehill, Dane End, Herts SG12 0JT.



No objection.

(ii) Decisions

None

(iii) Name and numbering

None

5.   FINANCE

Current Account Balance B/F 17/5/10

£2546.95

Deposit Account Balance B/F 17/5/10
            £7863.59

Receipts on Current Account   


Amount £
4/6/10
Newsletters payment   

  141.75

14/6/10
EHDC Litterpick


  457.14*
        Total Receipts



              598.89

*Less Receipts not credited


  457.89

*Plus Receipt credited from May 2010                    24.00


Total




       £     165.75
Receipts on Deposit Account

Nil





       £       00.00

Deduct Payments from Current Account

Date

Payment to



Ch/No

Amount £

1/6/10

Trundles Horse’s Meadow Paymnt
 s/o

    00.50

2/6/10

G Ward, Clerks Fee


557

  226.85

4/6/10

Carol Bartels Website


558

    30.00



9/6/10

M Ovens Litterpick


559

    33.78

6/6/10

A Brown for Village Hall Booking
560

    24.00*

14/6/10
Herts Display, May Newsletter
561

    94.50

14/6/10
HCC Printing Charges for VAQ
562

  504.08

15/6/10
J Morris Annual Newsletter Fee
563

  130.00*









Total Payments



          1,043.71



*Less Cheque Amounts to be deducted
           *154.00

                        Plus outstanding cheques 548 and 556

   67.56


   
Total





             957.27

Deduct Payments from Deposit Account



Amount £

None








     00.00

Balance on Current Account (on-line balance) as at 15/6/10
             1755.43
Balance brought forward




             2546.95

Receipts







   165.75

Less payments







   957.27

Balance as at 15.06.10




             1755.43

Balance on Deposit account (on-line balance) as at 15/6/10               7863.59

(£2000 = Grant)

Balance brought forward 





  7863.59
Plus Receipts







      00.00

Less Payments







      00.00

Balance as at 15.06.10





£7863,59

6. CORRESPONDENCE

(i) Correspondence Sent

      
      31/5/10  Email to Stuart Kirkham re Footpath Clearance.

13/6/10  Email to Gemma Kiff re Playground Inspection

15/6/10  Email from John Grisbrooke re Allotment Allocation.

(ii) Correspondence Received

28/5/10 EHC Letter re Local Development Framework, Core Strategy Awareness Raising Feedback.  Non Core Strategy Issues.

3/6/10 Letter from EHC re Litter Picking payment arrangements.

3/6/10 Safer East Herts Edition 2 from East Herts Community Safety Partnership.  For distribution.

14/6/10 Copy Email from John Grisbrooke to Jackie Morris re Allotments and Vandalism to put in Newsletter.

(iii) Late Post

See Planning.

7.  VAQs

JP reported on progress.  He had visited Hertfordshire University to see an analyst about putting a report together based on the findings of the VAQs.  However he told JP that there would not be much point in him doing this as the Parish Council had done such a good job so far.  However JP feels that if we produce the report ourselves some Parishioners may feel that certain items had been addressed in a biased way.  JP agreed with the University that we should produce a draft report on the results, which could then be passed to them for auditing.  Discussion took place as to whether people would feel that the report was biased.  JP to produce the report.  This would then be presented to the Parish Council for approval and then taken to the University of Hertfordshire for auditing.  A glossy report should be produced and a Village Meeting held to present the results.

JP  explained that he would like to have something drafted by the next meeting.  The Councillors agreed that there are a lot of items from the VAQ that need addressing.  People also need to know who is responsible for what in the Parish such as whether it comes under EHC of HCC.  Dog mess was a major concern that had come up in the questionnaires which was to be addressed immediately via a poster campaign to be launched by JP.

The Chairman pointed out that JP had done a fantastic job on the VAQs and congratulated him on all his hard work.

It was agreed that many concerns that people had expressed through the Questionnaire should be addressed now.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. The Boot:  BL reported that someone had taken on the Lease and work would start on it shortly.  It was thought that it would reopen as a Gastro Pub.

2. Questions from Parishioners from the VAQ:  Discussion took place as to the best way to address the direct questions people had asked on the VAQ.  It was discussed whether email would be a suitable method or whether to address them via the Newsletter.  It was agreed that the personal questions should be answered individually and that they could be shared out between the Councillors to action.  DM to start answering questions and to liaise with JP if any help is required.

3. Newsletter:  Some discussion took place as to whether there should be changes to the Newsletter and about the contribution of the Parish Council to the Newsletter.  

4. Churchyard Payment:  It was agreed that the payment should remain the same.

5. Horses Field in Potters Green:  JM reported that since stables had been built, no horses had been put on the land.  JM to monitor situation.

6. Clerk’s Holiday:  GW reported that she would be unavailable for the July Meeting due to pre-booked holiday.  JM agreed she would Minute the meeting.

DM brought the meeting to a close at 9.10 pm.

The next meeting of the LMPC will take place on Thursday 29th June at 8 pm.

Signed_______________________________Date:_________________________

Chairman
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