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Minutes
25th June 2009

LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 25th June 2009 at Little Munden School  starting at 8.00pm. 

1.
ATTENDANCE
Present were: David Metcalf (DM) Chairman, Anthony Brown (AB) Vice Chairman, Jonathan Pool (JP),   Jenny Macintosh (JM), Elisabeth Bacon (EB), Councillors.
Margaret Mitchell (MM), Clerk.
Apologies received from:



Keith Williams (KW),  Councillor.

Brian Long (BL), Councillor
Members of the Public: 1.
2.          PREVIOUS MINUTES.
DM proposed that the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 28th May 2009 be taken as read. The minutes were then proposed by AB and seconded by JP as a true and correct account of the meeting. 
3.         MATTERS ARISING from the Parish Council Meeting.

Problem with Post
i. To be held over to the next meeting.

ii. Common Land
 To be held over to the next meeting.
iii. Charity Commission.
AB confirmed everything was continuing well.

iv. Parish Plan.
This item to be discussed later in the meeting.

v. Railings on Munden Road.
Raj has advised David by e-mail this will be dealt with on his return.
vi. Horses Meadow/Allotments

DM is still considering this matter and will present some notes for discussion at our next meeting.
vii. Oak Tree on the corner of Gladstone Road and Church Lane.

DM has spoken to Raj and DM believes this will be dealt with as soon as funds are available.

Any Other Business items from May Meeting.

Item 1.  Licence for the Boot Public House.


It is understood that a new licence will be issued in the very near future.

Item 2. Payments to the Church and Jackie Morris

MM confirmed that the church payment is due in September in the sum of £135 and that Jackie Morris is to receive her payment this month in the sum of £133. MM to organise.

Item 3. Signposts.

DM will contact Raj regarding the signposts that are covered by overgrown foliage when Raj is next in the office.
   4.
PLANNING.
i. 
New Applications
01.06.09 3/08/0889/FP

MAJ – Full Permission 3 No. Wind Turbines Appeal APP/J1915/A/09/2104406/NW7

It is felt we have already made our objections regarding this application  so at this stage no action will be taken.

05.06.09 3/09/0793/FP

Provision of Garage

The Cranny, The Street, Haultwick, Herts SG11 1JQ

Council have no objection.

08.06.09 3/09/0758/FP

Garage conversion to annexe.

One Ash, Frogs Hall Lane, Haultwick, Herts, SG11 1JH.

It was felt that whereas the Council has no specific objection to this conversion the feeling is that in fact this conversion could constitute in effect two properties.
Although in principal if this conversion does go ahead and the garages become a single dwelling it is felt that the next thing will be a request to build a garage. DM will write a letter on his return from holiday advising of the Council’s concerns of the possible outcome regarding this conversion.

ii. EHDC Decisions
None

iii. Naming and Numbering

None.
   5.
FINANCE.
Current Account Balance B/F 18.5.09

£1154.07

Deposit Account Balance B/F 18.5.09

£6042.37

Receipts on Current Account.

02.06.09
Allotment Fee and Donation
     £20.00

Receipts on Deposit Account.


      None

Deduct  Payments from Current Account

28.05.09
Memorial Hall Fee  For APM
c/no 458
£30.00

28.05.09
M. Ovens Litter Pick April
c/no 459
£33.78

28.05.09
M. Mitchell Clerks Fee/Exps
c/no 460
171.90

01.06.09
Trundles re Horses Meadow
s/o

      . 50

03.06.09
C.Bartels Website Fee/June
c/no461
£30.00

09.06.09
Zurich Insurance

c/no462
545.22



Total Deductions



811.40

Current account balance + Credit

£1174.07

Less Deductions



     362.67

+ o/s cheque 462



    545.22

Balance as on line statement  as at  15.06.09
    907.89

Therefore based upon the above figures.

Cash available on current account as at 15.06.09 
£362.67

Cash available on deposit account as at 15.06.09
6042.37
The Annual Return for year ended 31 March 2009. The return has now been completed by Derek Wheeler. The return has been checked by JP with MM and will now be sent to the Auditors. MM to write to Derek Wheeler to thank him for his kind assistance once again this year.
Comments on Finance:

JP raised the question on the subject of the website and although it is sufficient for our needs at present with Carol keeping it up to date. With the advent of forthcoming changes it may be necessary to invest more funds in the future to expand the website further. It was agreed that this should be looked at further in the next couple of months.
6.
 CORRESPONDENCE

i.  Correspondence  sent

02.06.09 Ltr  to Donna McLaren and Rosemary Whitmore acknowledging payment of Rent plus donation for their allotment.

June 09 various correspondence between J. Grisbrooke, MM and DM re Jubilee Walk weed killing. JG has completed this and the weeds are now clear.
June 09 Correspondence between DM and Raj Goutam re weed killing between posts of railings and repair to damaged railing.  Raj arranging for an order to be issued.
Various correspondence re recycling presentation.  Regarding the ARC briefing it seems that they would now like to join this presentation up with Standon and Puckeridge and would anticipate the presentation would be planned for the 27th October 2009 and would be held at the Standon and Puckeridge community hall. However the feeling was that the attendance would not be good, but the Council will make people aware of this presentation in good time. DM also mentioned that  he had not thanked LB and MM for attending the Rural Parish Conference  held in May.

ii. Correspondence  received
04.06.09 Ltr from Ian Sharratt re Annual  Playground Inspections 2009. E-mail from MM confirming their request.

Ltr dated 19/5 received 30/5 from Donna and Rosemary re allotment rental and donation.

Late Post received.

Decision notice received regarding installation of solar water hearing collectors on an A frame in field adjacent to house. Roughground House, Beggarmans Lane, Old Hall Green, Herts, SG11 1HB. Permission granted subject to conditions. App no. 3/09/0617/FP.

7.
PARISH PLAN.


The Parish Plan Village Appraisal Questionnaire was issued to each Councillor and MM Clerk. JM said could the spelling of White Hill be one word i.e. Whitehill.  It was decided that this format of the VAQ was the way to go. The next stage will be to organise funding for the project but JP will make the investigations for this he has already made contact with O2 Its Your Community regarding funding the print, distribute, collect and analyse responses. From a distribution point of view it was felt that this could go out with the Parish Newsletter which number 630. It was decided not to send it to each individual group at this stage but that it should be sent to Great Munden and Sacombe to explain the way we are going and whether they would wish to be included. Copies would also be sent to Simon Marlow, who originally came up with the idea and copies to Jane Pitman and Jim Ranger for their information.  

If Sacombe and Great Munden wish to partake of the VAQ we obviously would ask them for a contribution towards the cost. It was brought up that Great Munden make an annual contribution to us but MM said she was not aware of this. JP said he would check his records.
It was decided that  JP and MM would liaise and get the letters out as above.  DM thanked JP for his hard work on the VAQ 
8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

JM said whilst she was going through the VAQ she noticed about litter picking and was not aware that we had a litter picker. However the litter picker does not cover Whitehill and she asked if it was possible for her son, as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award he could carry out voluntary litter picking for one year as his service to the community. He could perhaps do Whitehill one week and Haultwick another week. DM said we would be only too happy for him to do this.
Another point raised was that they have to dispose of a dead tree at the Church and she wanted to know if they had to get permission to do this from the Council. Martin Scales advised JM that they should get in touch with Peter Musk (?) and he will advise them the way to go.

AB and LB brought up the subject of the condition of the verges and the grass cutting. LB also mentioned that there seemed to be unnecessary cutting of areas along the Bourne and other hedge cutting. There was no comment.
8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.



There was none.


DM then closed the meeting at 9.25 pm.

 The next meeting of the LMPC will be the Annual Parish Meeting and will be held at
 Little Munden School at 8.00pm on 30th July, 2009.   

Signed: _____________________________________Date:________________________

David Metcalf: Chairman
