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Minutes
29th January 2009


LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 29th January 2009 at Little Munden School starting at 8.00pm. 

1.
ATTENDANCE
Present were: David Metcalf (DM) Chairman, Anthony Brown (AB) Vice Chairman, Brian Long (BL), Keith Williams (KW),  Jenny Macintosh (JM),   Elisabeth Bacon (EB), Councillors.
Margaret Mitchell (MM), Clerk.

Absentee:

Jonathan Pool (JP) Councillor.
2.          PREVIOUS MINUTES.
DM proposed that the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 27th November, 2008 be taken as read. The minutes were then proposed by JM and seconded by EB as a true and correct account of the meeting.

3.         MATTERS ARISING from those minutes.
i. Problem with Post

DM has written to Ivan Smith, awaiting a reply. To be held over to next meeting.
ii.  Common Land
This item to be held over to the next meeting.  
iii. Charity Commission.

DM asked AB if he had received his letter to which he replied yes. DM asked AB if he could leave matters with him to which AB agreed. However AB did not feel it was necessary for any payments to be made at this time because the Government have furnished pensioners with a fuel payment of £250 plus depending on the age group and also another further £60 in January and pensioners over the age of 75 will also be receiving a further £25 for fuel assistance. However AB will keep monitoring things and will liaise as necessary.

iv. Parish Plan - Draft Surveys. 

      DM requested this item be dealt with later in the event JP may arrive.

   4.
PLANNING.
i. New Applications

4.12.08 EHC 3/08/1864/LB/HS.
Little Munden JMI School, Church Lane, Dane End, Herts. SG12 0NR

Removal of internal partition and alteration to high level window in old school building. Construction of 2NO small partitions to form 2no. Separate toilet cubicles with individual opening windows. Replacement of a door with a window in the main school building.
ii. EHDC Decisions
None

iii. Naming and Numbering

None.
5. 
FINANCE.

Balance as at 17.11.08
Current Account

£1355.88





Deposit Account

£4899.23





Total Cash at Bank
£6255.11

Receipts


27.11.08
LMPCC Oct/Nov Newsletters
       94.50

03.12.08
Transfer from Deposit A/C

 £1500.00

05.12.08
LMPCC Dec Newsletter

       47.25



Total Receipts


 £1641.75

Deduct Payments

27.11.08
M.Ovens Oct. Litter Pick

c/no  430
    
    £33.78

27.11.08
Herts Display Oct/Nov Newsletter
 c/no 431
 
  £189.00

27.11.08
Kirkham Contractors  Maintenance
 c/no 432

£1639.13

27.11.08
M.Mitchell Clerks Fee/Expenses
 c/no 433

  £173.40

05.12.08
Herts Display Dec Newsletter
 c/no 434

    £94.50

22.12.08
Kirkham Contractors Maintenance
 c/no 435

    £82.25

22.12.08
M. Ovens Nov Litter Pick

 c/no 436

    £33.78

27.12.08
M.Mitchell Clerks Fee

 c/no 437

  £152.40

05.01.09
C. Bartels Website Fee

 c/no 438

    £30.00



Total Payments





£2398.24

Balance as at 20.01.09
Current Account

  £599.39




Deposit Account

£3399.23




Total Cash at Bank
£3998.62
6.
 CORRESPONDENCE

i. Correspondence  sent

05.12.08 Ltr to EHC Mr. M. Collier EHC

Precept application for 2009/10

15.12.08 e-mail to Mr. Keenan re Housing Benefits and Council Tax.

ii. Correspondence  received.

December 08 EHC – Revised Register of Electors 1 December 2008

5.12.08 – Hertfordshire Police Authority Policing Plan 2009-2012

11.12.08 –Philip Keenan Housing Benefit officer EH  - Housing Benefit and Council 

Tax

6.01.09 E-mail Herts CC. Consultation on admission arrangements for 2010/11

6.01.09 – E-mail – EHDC Clair Pullen re Grants for Parish Plans.

13.01.09 EHC – Civic Award Nomination.

14.1.09 EHC – LDF Data Base

15.1.09 EHC LDF Bulletin – Winter 2008/09

7.
FURTHER MATTERS ARISING.

a. Railings on Munden Road
It was agreed that the Railings have made a great difference to the village. However AB did meet with Raj and others and he did mention that he was not happy with the way the railing going from Great Munden into the village was finished if a car should mount the back it could go straight into the brook or turn onto the road and the answer he received was that with the telegraph pole there if a car hits that it wouldn’t go into the brook it would go straight on the road. Raj complained that it had not been finished off very well at that point because there was a large amount of rubbish left and he didn’t feel that was right but it hasn’t been put right however it is still the same. DM said when the railings were originally going to be installed that it would be concreted all the way along but this is not happening and the road will be treated twice a year with weed killer. AB also advised that the Minister of Transport Representative said that there should be reflector plates on the railings opposite Easington Road and it should have some reflector plates on the bends. DM said he will contact Raj and remind him.     
b. DM has received an e-mail from John Grisbrooke regarding the article in the Hertfordshire Life Magazine however we all felt that it was rather disappointing as there was nothing really of any consequence in the article about the Parish even though DM had given them a lot of information about the Parish. JG also brought to the Council’s attention that All 
Saints Church were applying to BIFFA for a grant for community facilities. This work will have no impact on the village hall and JM also advised that it was very important that the project gets the support of the Parish Council. The planned facilities include a space for exhibitions etc. Meetings, for use by the school also a small kitchen and toilet facilities. The Parish Council’s written support should be sent by 30th January 2009 and DM undertook to deal with this. JM advised that the e-mail/letter should be sent to Peter Aknai as they will be having a meeting on the 2nd February 2009.

c.  Correspondence received on Consultation on admission arrangements for 2010/11.

DM felt that this along with the green planning strategy for EHC should be discussed together. DM thought it would be a good idea to respond to them on the basis of children having to be transported to schools by their parents because the school they wish their children to attend falls outside the transport system. KW advised that the way the system runs at present means that children in our Parish get missed out in some instances even though the transport picks up children in surrounding villages and the driver in some instances comes from Hitchin. Therefore there is no green thinking there.

d. E-mail received from Clair Pullen re Grants for Parish Plan. MM to forward a copy to JP.

e. Correspondence regarding Civic Awards Nominations. The Council as a whole felt that we would like to nominate AB and his wife Florie for the nomination for all the service they have given over more than 40 years. DM will complete the nomination and MM will provide him with as much information as possible regarding AB and Florie.

f. Correspondence regarding EHC LDF Data Base and Bulletin Winter 2008/09.

MM to deal with the information for the Data Base in order that we can be kept up to date in the future.

g. Hertfordshire Police Authority Policing Plan 2009-2012. DM had given this a lot of thought and he wrote to them with his thoughts on behalf of the Parish Council as it affects our finances and any monies we spend have to supply the best value for our parishioners. However DM felt that from the reply received his thoughts will have no effect whatsoever.
8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
a. Parish Plan – as JP was not at the meeting this was held over. However DM had a meeting with JP and DM said he will e-mail JP to arrange another meeting with JM as well. DM felt that JP had put a lot of thought into the subject and at the meeting DM said they could then discuss where JP wished to go from here. Unfortunately JM didn’t receive notification in sufficient time to attend the previous meeting.
b. BL and KW brought up the matter of potholes again. KW advised that in the event a tyre is damaged because of a pothole unless the pothole has been reported the Council will not accept your claim. KW said perhaps it would be a good idea to put a notice in the newsletter regarding the potholes and make people aware that they must report them either by telephone or through the website. MM will undertake to do this for the March newsletter giving both the telephone number and the website address.

c. AB brought up the fact about the lack of gritting in the village. Normally the bus route is gritted but had not been done this time.  AB said the salt bins had been topped up. However the estate had not been gritted at all. DM will take this up with Raj.

9.
TO CONSIDER MATTERS ARISING FROM PARISHIONERS
Three Parishioners attended the meeting but had no comments or matters to raise. Merely to see how the council operated. 
The next meeting of the LMPC will be held at Little Munden School at 8.00pm on Thursday 26th February 2009.   

The meeting closed at 8.55pm

Signed: _____________________________________Date:________________________

David Metcalf: Chairman
